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Easter is a season of renewal. We celebrate that Christ is risen, that love is stronger than death,
and that God is always at work making all things new. Resurrection is not only something we
remember—it is something we live. Each spring, Easter invites us to look at our own lives and our
life together as a church and ask: Where is God calling us to new life now?

This year, our church is embracing that call through a new initiative called Grace and Growth. This
effort is rooted in our faith that God's grace meets us where we are—and God's Spirit continues to
grow us into who we are meant to be. Grace and Growth seeks to renew our church's life so that
we may more fully reflect Christ's love in our community.

Renewing the life of the church means creating more opportunities for connection and spiritual
growth. One of the goals of Grace and Growth is to expand our small group activities. Small groups
help turn faith into relationships. They offer space for prayer, study, conversation, and support.
Whether it's a Bible study, a fellowship group, or a service-focused gathering, small groups help us
move from sitting in pew rows to growing in circles.

Grace and Growth also focuses on expanding our web presence. In today's world, many people
encounter a church for the first time online. New visitors often look at a church's website before
they ever walk through the doors. Our website tells a story about who we are—our values, our
welcome, and our life together. Strengthening our online presence helps us extend hospitality
beyond our building and into the digital spaces where people are searching for hope and
belonging.

This initiative is not about trends or technology for their own sake. It is about mission. It is about
helping people find a place where they can grow in faith, experience grace, and discover
community. It is about being visible and accessible to those who may be seeking a church but are
not yet ready to step inside one.

During March, you will begin to see several outcomes of this new initiative, including regular lunch
gatherings—such as our Second Annual St. Patrick's Day Luncheon and the launch of Front Row
Fellowship. Front Row Fellowship is a monthly gathering at the Bistro movie theater. Our first movie
night will be on Tuesday, March 24th, at 6:30 p.m. We will also be preparing for our Neighborhood
Easter Egg Hunt. On March 22nd, at fellowship time, we will be stuffing Easter eggs for Morning
Glory Preschool and the Neighborhood Easter Egg Hunt. Please consider dropping off candy (no
peanuts, please) or stickers at the church office. All are welcome to join us for fellowship and
conversation around a shared experience.

Easter reminds us that God specializes in new beginnings. Through Grace and Growth, we are
prayerfully stepping into that promise. We invite you to be part of this renewal—by joining a small
group, welcoming new faces, sharing our online presence, and praying for God's guidance as we
move forward together.

Christ is risen. And by God's grace, our church is being renewed—growing in faith, connection, and
mission for the days ahead.

Grace and Peace, Pastor Leah
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Kevin’s
Theatre Organ

Concert
3/15

SUN
2:00 P.M.

Palm Sunday
Service

3/29

SUN
10:00 A.M.

bunco3/21

SAT
10:00 A.M.

Saint Patricks
Day Lunch

Moot House
3/17

TUE
11:30 A.M.

Front Row
Fellowship Movie

3/24

TUES
6:30 P.M.

UPCOMING EVENTS SCHEDULEUPCOMING EVENTS SCHEDULE



Here is  a short review of a book from the “Education for Mission” category.  

The Happiest Man on Earth;  The Beautiful  Life of an Auschwitz
Survivor by Eddie Jaku

A New York Times Bestseller.  A Holocaust survivor pays tribute to those who were lost by
tell ing his story,  sharing his wisdom, and l iving his best possible l ife.

 This unforgettable and uplift ing memoir of hope reveals:

A True Story of Resil ience:  Follow Eddie Jaku’s journey from a German teenager through
the horrors of Buchenwald and Auschwitz to a 100-year-old man who calls  himself  the

happiest man on Earth.
Finding Happiness:  Discover the promise Eddie made to smile every day,  and learn his

profound wisdom on the power of gratitude,  tolerance,  and kindness against
unbelievable odds.

WWII  History:  Witness the terror of Kristallnacht and the inhumanity of the Nazi  death
camps through the eyes of a survivor dedicated to honoring the six mil l ion Jews who

were lost.
Lessons on Gratitude:  Learn from a man who lost everything how the simple choice to

be grateful  can transform unimaginable suffering into a l ife of joy and purpose.

The Reading Program books for 2026 are
now in the UWF Library. Fiction and non-
fiction—good reading for everyone. You do
not have to be a member of UWF to check
out a book

United Women In Faith has many books in
their section of the Library. Those shelves
are at the far east end of the Library. Current
books on Social Action, Nurturing for
Community, Leadership Development,
Education for Mission, and Spiritual Growth
give many choices for every reader. You will
see the checkout instructions on one of the
shelves.

PLEASE RETURN ANY BOOKS YOU
CHECKED OUT IN 3 WEEKS OR LESS.
Other readers are waiting.

New books in the 
United Women in Faith Library! 

Library NewsLibrary News
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Seekers Bible Study

Seekers Bible study will continue a

Lenten study by Adam Hamilton,

“Final Words From the Cross”. The

group meets each Tuesday morning

at 9:30 AM in room 107. All are

welcome & can contact Carol

Hopson for a

study book. 

  (817-228-3452)

 carolhopson54@yahoo.com 

Tuesday Afternoon 

Bible Study 

In March,  the Tuesday Afternoon

Bible Study wi l l  f in ish up the

study:  Quest ions God Asks Us by

Trevor Hudson. Please join us on

March 10  and 24th at  2:00 pm in

the Lounge for interest ing ins ights

and discuss ion.  

t h

Contact  Carma 

Mynacee@aol.com

for materials

MONDAY 9:30 A.M. 

BIBLE STUDY: 

  The Monday Morning Bible

Study in room 107.   We have

begun a new four- lesson study

about Habakkuk,  one of  the

Minor Prophets .  There wi l l  be a

video and discuss ion.  Come

join us!

  Adult  Sunday School

Having a Mary Heart  in a

Martha World??  Join us in our

SS class  for a video and

discuss ion on this  topic.  We

meet in the lounge at  8:45 a.m.

just  before church on Sunday

mornings.  Always interest ing

with good discuss ions!

Quest ions? Sue Ptacek  

        Sue Ptacek  

(970) 218-8701 
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 Saturday,  March 21st ,  2026

•  Doors Open:  9 :30 AM
• BUNCO Starts :  10:00 AM

• Lunch & Prizes:  12:00 Noon
12:00 Noon Lunch and Bunco prizes awarded

PRICE INCLUDES PRIZES,  SNACKS,  AND SOUP LUNCH

 $15.00/Person At-The-Door OR Advance Ticket Purchase .  
No pre-registration required.

Proceeds benefit  Northern Colorado Missions.
Past Recipients:  Habitat  for Humanity,  Food Bank of

Larimer Cunty,  Respite Care,  Crossroads,  CASA,  Project
Self-Suf f ic iency

Join Us for a Fun-Filled Day of Games, Laughter & Community!
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Our f i rst  rotat ion for  th is  year  i s  4/19 –  5/3.  P lease watch for  your  e-mai l  inv i te  in
the middle  of  March and use S ignUpGenius  to  get  f i rst  choice  of  avai lable  s lots .
NOTE:  This  i s  a  2  week rotat ion.  P lease prayerfu l ly  cons ider  volunteer ing  for  both
weeks.  New volunteers  are  a lways  welcome so encourage a  f r iend to  jo in  you.  I f  you
have quest ions  about  the upcoming rotat ion or  need help  with  the e lectronic  s ign
up,  p lease feel  f ree to  contact  Nathalee Novy at  970-224-5331.

FFH Volunteers Needed:

The move to  the FHN centra l  locat ion is  progress ing.  There was a  r ibbon-  cutt ing
ceremony held  in  late  February,  and FFH host ing  should  begin  at  the new
locat ion sometime th is  summer.  This  model  i s  s imi lar  to  the model  used dur ing
COVID.  There wi l l  be  tours  scheduled for  our  volunteers  once the trans i t ion has
occurred.  For  more deta i l s ,  p lease refer  to  the February  Newsletter.  

Other FFH News: 
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The March C alendar  for  a  C al l  to  Prayer  and Self-Den ia l  w i l l  be  an  insert  in  the
upcoming week’s  Sunday bul l et ins .  P l ease  prayerful ly  cons ider  part ic ipat ing  in  th i s
Miss ion  Pro ject  for  Un ited Women in  Fa ith.  Th i s  year ’ s  offer ing  w i l l  help  our  most
vul nerable  ch i ldren  through l ow-cost  ear ly-ch i ldhood educat ion  and after-school
programs.  We encourage a l l  to  part ic ipate  by  read ing  the  ca lendar  and becoming
aware  of  our  many b less ings  compared to  those  around the  wor ld.  We are  t ru ly
b lessed.

United Women in Faith News
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One of  the wonderful  th ings

about  being a  preschool ,

which is  a  ministry  of  a

church,  i s  the support  we feel

f rom the congregat ion.  Each

February  15th through May

15th,  Chr ist  United Methodist

Church centers  around the

theme

 “Bless  the Heart  of  a  Chi ld ,”

 with  specia l  intent ion g iven

to our  students  through

thoughts  and prayers .

 We tru ly  apprec iate  the CUMC

congregat ion for  a lways  keeping

our  school  in  mind,  and especia l ly

dur ing February  when that  care  i s

so  thoughtful ly  focused on our

chi ldren.  
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Denver
The Rocky Mountain Chapter of the American

Theatre Organ Society presents

“Old, New, Borrowed, or Blue”

Theatre Organ Concert

featuring Kevin Utter

Sunday, March 15th 2 pm
Holiday Hills Ballroom
2000 W. 92nd Avenue

Federal Heights, Colorado

 Free Admission!

Combining inf luences  of  Jesse  Crawford,  George Wright ,  Fats
Wal ler,  and others ,  Kevin  p lays  c lass ica l  favor i tes ,  Jazz ,  B ig
Band,  favor i te  hymns,  and a  premier  performance of  an or ig inal
composit ion wr i tten in  2025.

The Hol iday Hi l l s  beaut i fu l  A l len GW-4 Theatre  organ is  a  marvel
of  authent ic  sound from the 1920s  Theatre  organs  that  graced
the s i lent  movie  palaces,  provid ing accompaniment  to  the
movies  of  that  t ime



The goal of the Congregational Care Team (CCT) is to reach out to those in our community of
faith who have special needs and to help make our church a friendly, nurturing faith

community.

When the Care Team is made aware of someone who needs a little extra encouragement, they
do their best to be there with cards, phone calls and visits. During the past month CCT

members sent 71 cards and emails, made 7 calls and 1 visit.

The Congregational Care Team (CCT) meets on the second Tuesday of each month at 11:00 a.m.
in the church lounge to update, review and to assure that the known needs of those in our

community of faith are being met.You are invited to join the Team!

For more information, please call Linda Glover, 970-481-1415.

Congregational Care Team 

Sixteen Chr ist  UMC members  and fr iends  jo ined 263 other  locals  to
demonstrate  God’s  love as  they f i l led 11,376 Meal  Packages  dur ing  the
Slammin’  Famine packing day on Valent ine’s  Day.  Each package provides  s ix
meals .  This  means that  184 chi ldren wi l l  have at  least  one meal  per  day for  a
fu l l  year.  Often,  th is  i s  the only  meal  they wi l l  eat .  The Meal  Packages  contain
soy,  dr ied vegetables ,  v i tamins,  and r ice.  A l l  of  th is  packing was  done in  just  a
l i tt le  over  an hour.  The volunteers  were busy,  busy.  The product ion l ines
worked fast  and with  love and grat i tude in  their  hearts .  The S lammin’  Famine
packing is  sponsored by the Chr ist ian non-prof i t  group Feed My Starv ing
Chi ldren.  The meal  packages  are  sent  throughout  the wor ld.  

Christ UMC helps
feed 184 hungry

children for a year
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TRAINING

FOR MORE INFORMATION

The Church Counci l  wi l l  offer  CPR/AED
tra in ing.  We especia l ly  encourage ushers  to
get  the latest  t ra in ing.  A l l  church members ,
their  fami l ies ,  and fr iends  are  welcome to

be tra ined a lso.

We have located tra iners  who are  wi l l ing  to
come to  the church for  the tra in ing.  Their

charges  for  CPR/AED tra in ing on adults ,
chi ldren,  and babies  are:

·  $25 for  t ra in ing only
·  $55 for  t ra in ing and CPR cert i f icat ion for  2
years

There is  no d i fference between the tra in ing
offered.  They are  both about  2 .5  hours  long.

 

IF  YOU ARE INTERESTED IN
RECEIVING THE TRAINING,  PLEASE
CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE OR

GARY TURNER
GEETURN@COMCAST.NET

970-217-1232 
BY APRIL  15.  
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On the horizon:
March 13-20-Spring break

Enrollment is open for 
Fall 2026  

Let your friends and
neighbors know!

SPRING IS APPROACHING AT
MORNING GLORY

Spring is an exciting time of discovery! Children at Morning
Glory will help teachers prepare our garden, explore the
playground looking for new growth and notice and talk about
the changing weather. Through hands-on outdoor
experiences, they build curiosity, patience and care for
nature while celebrating the fresh sights, sounds and
surprises of the season.  

WHAT’S HAPPENING
Valentines Day parties were a success this year.  All
three of our classrooms did a potluck lunch with
chicken nuggets and lots of sides and desserts.  The
children exchanged Valentine cards with their friends
and were so excited to bring their treat bags home.  I
think it was one of my favorite days of the year!

MORNING GLORY PRESCHOOL
MARCH NEWS

Galatians 5:22-23
 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,

gentleness and self-control. 
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Christ United Methodist Church
301 E. Drake Road
Ft. Collins, CO 80525

Return Service Requested

Office Hours 
Monday - Friday 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
Closed from noon to 1:00 pm for lunch
Phone: 970-226-2341
Fax: 970-207-4030 
E-mail: info@cumc-fc.org

Want your article featured next month? Submit your proofed
work to info@cumc-fc.org, or drop by during office hours.

 Articles are due the third Monday of every month.

Feel generous, give now!
Scan here
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